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Got Web?

In May 2009, The Daily WTé&nd Microsoft teamed up to ask software developers this question: what do you
think of this whole “web” thing?

With the vast number of languages, frameworks, tools, and technologies, we were curious: what do you use for
web development, and why? And you answered. All 2,740 of you. From corporate IT, technology consulting
firms, start-ups, interactive marketing agencies, the military, government, universities, and as one respondent
described, “I swear, it’s an insane asylum here.”

What would you say a do here?
It should come as no surprise that the majority of software
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developers work in a Corporate IT-type of environment. orporate 25%
Afterall, that’s where most software is born, lives, grows, Consultancy
turns into a beast of a system that no one in their right Start-up
mind would ever want to maintain, and eventually Other
implodes after being consumed from within by an endless
Academia

cycle of find bug, fix bug, create more bugs.

However, what was interesting was that the opinions about web didn’t vary all too much based on where
developers worked. Proportionally, there were just as many cowboy coders thriving in a developmestuction
environment in Corporate IT as in Academia. The same held true for just about everything else.

Web Begins Here

“Before you start developing your web applications,” we asked, “how do you prototype and develop the UI?” A
solid 70% of you do nothing special: either you let a professional do it, mock it up in HTML, or don’t even bother
prototyping.

Prototype Method Tools Used
HTML Only 34% Photoshop 38%
Other
Another Tool 30% Pen & Paper*
Expression
Graphic Designer 25% The Gimp *
Fireworks*
0,
No Prototype 12% Balsamig*

But for those of you who do use prototyping tools, you use quite the variety. Note that all of the *-marked items
were write-in candidates. Surprisingly, next to Photoshop, the trusty old Pen & Paper was at the top. Microsoft’s
Expression Web, though a fairly new entrant to the market, gained a decent amount a ground.




Oh, the Platforms.
Of course, the real meat of the survey was the platforms. Although there are virtually endless web platforms
ted to gauge your thoughts on the most popular: Ruby/Ruby on Rails, PHP, Perl, ASP.NET,

Classic ASP, Java, Coldfusion, and C/C++.

available, we wan

When it came to using a platform at work, PHP was the most widely used, while ASP.NET took the prize for the

highest workplace fanaticism: development shops that used ASP.NET really dig ASP.NET.

Which platform(s) do you use in your day job
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As for preferences, Classic ASP and Coldfusion really take a beating: although they have a handful of diehard

worshipers, over 85% of developers feel that neither technology cuts it in today’s world of web.

What do you think of these platforms?
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When we gauged the desire to use or learn the platform, Coldfusion and Classic ASP took another beating. It
turns out that about 80% of developers would not only quit their job before using those platforms, but would

outright refuse to program in it given no alternative. Ouch.
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Those platforms aside, developers are generally willing to give others a shot.

Who thinks what of which?

Since the work place generally dictates the platform to use, we wondered... do all developers think alike? We
had a sneaking suspicion that the folks whose workplace worships Coldfusion may feel a bit different about it

than a developer who's never touched the technology.

Since visualizing these correlations can be
a bit tricky, we decided to start simple.

First, picking on Coldfusion once again,
here’s what you think of the platform.

This graph represents what all survey
takers, as a whole, thought of the

What do you think of Coldfusion?
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But what happens when we compare
everyone’s assessment of Coldfusion
with those whose company
“worships” the platform?

Not a huge change. As expected,
frequent users of the platform tend
to be a little more gentle too it. They
don’t think it’s as outdated and they
have more positive things to say
about it.

Now let’s go all out and, instead of
comparing all survey takers, break it
out into different groups: those who
never touch it at work (“Oh God no”)
and those who use it all the time
(“We worship it”).

This effectively shows us how
different usage types of the platform
impact the opinion about the
platform.

It paints a picture, though not a very
clear one. And that’s where the lines
come in, as seen in the chart on the
next page.

What do you think of Coldfusion?
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In the case of Coldfusion, the usage of the technology has limited influence on the opinion of the technology.
Most everyone — whether they use it daily or never used it — believe it’s a bit boring or outdated.

Coldfusion: Usage vs Opinio
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For ASP.NET, the correlations shift quite a bit.

Like, once
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Ruby / Ruby on Rails tells an entirely different story. The more you use it, the more you like it. And when your
workplace is fanatical about it, so are you.

Ruby: Usage vs Opiniol
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Most everyone seems to respect PHP, though frequent users tend to find it a bit more tired of it than others.

PHP: Usage vs Opinio
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Java, on the other hand, seems to sit somewhere between boring and adequate. Unless you use it a bit, in which
case it’s definitely boring.

Java: Usage vs Opinio
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Not many respondents had nice things to say about C or C++ as a web platform: it was somewhere between
antiquated and adequate. That is, unless your workplace worshiped the technology: it was a love/hate
relationship in that case.

C or C++: Usage vs Opinic
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Classic ASP fared even worse than Coldfusion. From this chart, it's pretty clear that just about everyone —
whether their boss crams it down their throat or whether they’ve only “heard things” about Classic ASP — would
rather be accountant than program in it.

Classic ASP:Usage vs Opini
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Perl got some respect, though the hardcore fans were few and far between.

Perl:Usage vs Opinior
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Other Interesting Tidbits

What servers are your web applications
hosted on?

Linux or Unix 45%

Windows Server
2008
Windows Server
2003

Windows Server
2000

What do you use to serve web
pages?

s
Apache
Tomcat

Other

Websphere

47%

PostgreSQL 9%

I

Oracle

My SQL

SQL Server

15%

What database platforms do your applications use

35%

41%

Still trying to figure out what "cloud computing" means

It looks pretty exciting... but not quite mainstream

It's here, it's there, and it ain't goin' nowhere

I'm experimenting with it

We're actively using it on real applications

We basically invented cloud computing

What is your take on this whole "Cloud Computing" thing

27%

26%
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Thanks to everyone who took the time to answer the survey questions. And sorry to all you non-US folks who
missed the fine print about the sticker; don’t worry, you can still get a sticker, just snail mail us something and

we’ll return the favor.

Also, thanks to Microsoft/web for sponsoring the survey. Here’s some more info about what their web platform

is all about.

Learn about /web

Don't want to RTFM? Install the free Microsoft Web Platform Installer and check these tips.
Download and explore the PHP on Windows Training Kit.
See this Session from Mix09, Running PHP on Microsoft Servers and Services.

Partner with Microsoft to grow your consulting biz.

More Resources

PHP: Windows page at php.net

Web Server: IIS - Internet Information Services

Database: SQL Server Express
Developer Tools: Microsoft Developer Network (MSDN), Silverlight
Design Tools: Expression Studio 2

IE8: Internet Explorer 8 Blog

Software + Services: Windows Azure
For Your Consulting Biz: InnovateOn and the Microsoft Partner Program

Start Up: BizSpark

Stay in Touch

Partner Otaku Blog

Facebook: Partner Huddle
LinkedIn: Microsoft .Net Developer Partners

The Fine Print.

All trademarks used are properties of their respective owners.

Copyright © 2009 Inedo Publishing, LLC. This report may be freely distributed for non-commercial purposes.
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